Honors World History Course Syllabus

2018-19
Mr. Gearhart

Room C105

Office Hours: 7:45-8:15 MTWT


Email: rgearhar@gmcs.k12.nm.us

School Phone: 721-2500
Welcome to Honors World History! It is commendable that you have chosen to accept the challenge of this course. Although not an Advanced Placement course, Honors World History will be taught with the expectation that you will continue through the Advanced Placement program.  It is designed to provide the student with the analytic skills and factual knowledge to deal with problems and materials in World History. The purpose of the course is to develop greater understanding of the evolution of global processes and contacts, in interaction with different types of human societies. The program prepares you for intermediate and advanced college courses by making demands upon you equivalent to those in full year college courses. You will assess historical materials, their relevance to a given interpretive problem, their reliability, their importance, and to weigh the evidence and interpretations presented in historical scholarship.

Both students and parents need to know from the outset that Honors World History is not for everyone. This  is not an accelerated high school course, nor is it an “honors” course for gifted or motivated students. As such, there will be great demands on your time. You will not succeed unless you spend a bare minimum of ten hours a week studying outside of class. Additionally, many of the course materials are online and can be accessed outside the classroom and the school. Computer access is important. You must carefully consider your priorities before making a commitment to the course. 

The focus of the course is primarily on the last 1000 years of human existence. It is focused on the global experience and builds on the understanding of cultural, institutional, and technological changes that occurred. 

Please study the following policies carefully. Parents must sign the attached form stating that they have read this syllabus and the form must be returned. 

Rules (Student Expectations)

1.  Be Prompt

2.  Be Prepared

3.  Be Polite

4.  Be Productive

5.  Be in dress code.

6.  Turn your cell phones off. 

Supplies

1.  All students will need a pen or pencil every day (supplied by GMCS).
2.  All students will need a loose-leaf notebook and paper (supplied by GMCS).
3.  All students are advised to purchase a current world atlas and an historical atlas (supplied by GMCS).
4.  If students wish to take to AP World History Exam in May, they are advised to purchase an AP preparation book, such as Barron’s: How to Prepare for the AP World History Examination.

6. Students must bring the assigned textbook every day when it is issued. 
Procedures

1.  Homework will be handed in at the start of every class hour. If extra time is needed to complete the homework, ask!

2.  Students needing make up work must ask either before class starts or after the class activities have ended.

3.  Students will have one day to complete the make up work for each day absent.

a) Upon each absence, students must present verification to the office. Students will be issued a yellow admit slip. No make up work will be issued without a yellow admit slip. Students will have 24 hours to get the admit slip signed. If no admit slip is obtained by the student, after the 24 hours students will be considered truant and no make up work will be given.

4.  It is recommended that students ask for make up work in advance whenever possible.

5.  Corrected homework will be returned in a timely manner.
6.  All students are expected to keep a notebook that has the following items for each day:
a. List of the day’s activities

b. Lecture notes

c. Returned assignments

Make Up Work

1. Per School Board Policy, students will have one day to complete make up work for each day of absence. 

2. In the case of missed film quizzes, an alternate assignment will be provided.

3. In the case of missed note quizzes and tests, these must be made up before school on the following day.

Instructional Methods

1. Lecture

2. Independent Study (HOMEWORK!)

3. Reading

4. Listening and Discussion

5. Audio-Visual

6. Computer Activities (When applicable)
Evaluation and Grade Assignment

1. Homework:


40%

2. Note Quizzes:


15%

3. Tests:


10%

4. Notebook:


10%

5. Writing:


20%

6. Class Participation (Tardy)
5%

Grading Scale

97-100%

A+

93-96%

A

90-92%

A-

87-89%

B+

83-86%

B

80-82%

B-

77-79%

C+

73-76%

C

70-72%

C-

69% or below
F
Student Expectations

	Grade
	Requirements

	A
	· Attend class regularly

· Attain 90% or higher proficiency on:

· Tests

· Homework

· Writing assignments

· Quizzes

· Oral tasks

· Notebook/organizational tools

· Daily in class work

· Prepared for class

· Participates and demonstrates higher level critical thinking abilities to be determined by teacher

	B
	· Attend class regularly 

· Attain 80% or higher proficiency on:

· Tests

· Homework

· Writing assignments

· Quizzes

· Oral tasks

· Notebook/organizational tools

· Daily in class work

· Prepared for class

· Participates and demonstrates proficient critical thinking abilities to be determined by the teacher

	C
	· Attend class regularly

· Attain 70% or higher proficiency on:

· Tests

· Homework

· Writing assignments

· Quizzes

· Oral tasks

· Notebook/organizational tools

· Daily in class work

· Prepared for class

· Participates and demonstrates satisfactory critical thinking abilities to be determined by the teacher

	F/NC
	· Does not attend class regularly

· Less than 70% proficiency on:

· Tests

· Homework

· Writing assignments

· Quizzes

· Oral tasks

· Notebook/organizational tools

· Daily in class work

· Unprepared for class

· Rarely participates and demonstrates unsatisfactory critical thinking abilities


Please sign below that you have read and understand the course syllabus. This is a very demanding class but all are capable of succeeding. If you have questions, do not hesitate to contact me, email will usually be answered as soon as possible. Thanks

_________________________________________

___________________________________

Parent’s Signature




Student’s Signature

1

